 St Nicholas Parish Council Meeting

September 14, 2009

Members Present:


Father Bill Hitpas
David Todd, President
Jill Pietrusinski, Vice President

Ann Daniels

Bob Hoff

Sherri Galante

Barb Furdek

John Laverdure

Joanne Smallheer

Joe Edwards, Trustee
Cary Sheerin






Opening:  David opened the meeting with a prayer at 7:30 p.m.

Opening Remarks by Father Bill  

Father Bill opened the meeting by thanking the Parish Council for meeting in this special session.  He requested this special session in that he wanted to get Parish Council approval of a redirection in the Spirituality Center building design.  The deadline for filing a Case Statement was extended until Wednesday, September 16, to allow the Council to have input.  The target date for a fund drive is the last week of October through the first 2 weeks of November, with a target for Commitment Sunday of Nov 22, 2009. This timeline would facilitate bidding in January with expected construction beginning as early as spring 2010.
First, he mentioned that the Church staff and he had received many inputs regarding the lack of a preschool in the construction planning.  In listening to the parishioners, there was a general opinion that waiting for construction at St. Clare Catholic School would be too late for the needs of many.  Next, he wanted to get the concurrence of the Parish Council to extend the east wall of the Activity Center, approximately 10 feet, to make the general purpose room larger.  He then described how a preschool could be used retrofitted into the rooms on the south side of the Activity Center.  
Discussion

The Parish Council asked many questions concerning the need for a preschool.  The preschool would educate three and four year olds and not serve as a daycare.  It was the consensus of the Council that in order to continue to build the catholic community in O’Fallon that a preschool is an imperative.  The next level of discussion was concerning where this preschool would be located.  We discussed the many options including building a preschool at the present St. Clare Catholic School site, at St. Nicholas in the existing buildings or as new construction.  We then discussed how the proposed Activity Center could accommodate a preschool and many offered options, including David Todd presenting a conceptual sketch.  The Council, in its role as a policy function, will not mandate technical specifics, but will provide guidance regarding the construction.  
After a lengthy discussion, the Parish Council voted unanimously on the following:

· Approval of extending the east wall of the Activity Center.  Extension length to be determined by the Building Committee.
· Approval for the Building Committee to design a Phase I preschool in the Activity Center.  Phase I preschool will provide a preliminary solution to the stated needs of the community.  
· Approval to commit St. Nicholas to pursuing a Phase II preschool to further address the long-term needs of the O’Fallon catholic community.  Phase II would be the construction of a more expansive preschool, based on need, at the existing St. Clare Catholic School or at St. Nicholas.  This would be determined in the future.
· Approval for the Building Committee to preserve a kitchen in the Activity Center and complete the kitchen during initial construction so that food service would be available upon completion of the Activity Center.

· Recommendation to assess how to use space in the existing St. Nicholas Church facility as storage as the Activity Center building will be used as a preschool.
Closing:  The meeting closed with praying Our Father at 9:30 p.m.

Respectfully submitted:

DAVID F. TODD, Parish Council President
