St Nicholas Parish Council Meeting

March 22, 2010

Staff Members Present:

Father Bill Hitpas, Pastor 


Barb Furdek, Director, Religious Education                            

Sr Judy McKenna, Director Liturgy    

Ann Daniels, Business Manager

Discerned Members Present:

David Todd, President



Bob Hoff


Cary Sheerin

Sherri Galante




Nicole Holland


Joanne Smallheer

John Laverdure




Yolandea Wood

Others Present:
Joe Edwards, Trustee



Carol Mauchline, Trustee

Opening:  David Todd opened the meeting with a prayer at 7:30 pm.  David welcomed Yolandea Wood to council membership.  She will be replacing Matt Sebenoler, whose term ends in 2011.
February 2010 Parish Council Minutes:  The minutes were approved with the following revision of item 2, second paragraph:  

"Cary asked about the plans for the preschool to be available in 2011 and if it will be permanent here at St Nicholas or is there a chance for it to be permanent at the St Clare campus?  Father Bill answered that there is a proposal to meet monthly with a committee from the three involved parishes to plan the expansion of St Clare School.  The permanent location for the preschool will be determined.  Whether it is here or at St Clare, it will continue to be a feeder for St Clare School."

1.  Diversity in O'Fallon:  At last month’s Parish Council meeting, Father Bill discussed a need to take some time during the Parish Council meeting to discuss issues confronting our Church.  He felt that by using the Parish Council as a “think tank,” would help him better understand issues and frame options for these issues confronting our parish community.  

Father Bill addressed the vast diversity among the city of O'Fallon population and, therefore, within our parish membership. Father Bill spoke of the awareness that this diversity brings forward people's various experiences and the positive effect it can bring to the community.  He is also sensitive to the fact that this can sometimes be interpreted incorrectly in the parish community.  Some council members stated they had experienced this tension.  A lengthy discussion followed regarding the necessity to respect all groups and to respect what each group contributes to make O'Fallon overall an even better city in which to live and grow.  The Spirituality Center's added space and activity programs will definitely provide opportunities for our parishioners to work and play together, to get to know each other better, and to learn from each other.  Based on the discussion, he stressed the most important word in all of this is mutual respect as a Christian community. 

2.  Remaining Year Topics for the Parish Council:  David presented his ideas regarding scheduling topics to be addressed by the council.  These would be categorized by (1) recurring subjects; (2) ad hoc subjects; and (3) larger issues.  This is related with the planned discussion for discernment process in which we discuss with potential discernment candidate the issues that the Parish Council will address.  He asked for ideas from the council.  Nicole Holland recommended maintaining a calendar posting planned recurring event dates for discussion or action.  This would eliminate repetitious discussions and save time.  Father Bill suggested every council member have a yearly calendar in front of them at the meetings.  He also suggested a calendar of council activities be displayed in the gathering area along with a statement that parishioners are welcome to sit in on the council meetings if they see a topic of interest scheduled.  He felt this would enhance communications and provide transparency between the council and parishioners.  Barb Furdek suggested the calendar be entered on the web site.  This subject will be revisited at the April council meeting.
3.  Activity and Spirituality Center Update:  Ann Daniels stated the Diocese has sent final approval and Holland Construction should award bids by Thursday, April 25th.  The bids came in under anticipated cost.  This Thursday is also the due date for the Chicago agency's response to O'Fallon city's submission.  Ground breaking is still anticipated for early May with project completion at the end of the year.  In the meantime, other things are happening such as Father Bill's communication regarding the preschool plans with Mr Pajares, St Clare School principal.

4.  Welcome Committee Activity:  Jeff Worthing called Nicole regarding the status of the welcoming committee.  He has a list of parishioners who previously signed up to act as “mentors” to new members.  Father Bill wants a council member to call these volunteers to determine willingness to be mentors at this time.  Sister Judy McKenna shared ideas from another parish that has a welcoming potluck dinner every other month.  Different organizations such as the choir, yesterday's kids, men's group, etc. would alternate as host for these periodic dinners.  She suggested this approach would be timely and the smaller groups more effective in communicating the many St. Nicholas programs and ministries than doing this twice a year as we have done in the past.  Joanne Smallheer volunteered to chair this committee.

5.  Facilitator for Discernment Process:  Father Bill thought maybe the term "facilitator" isn't the correct word.  The person leading the discernment needs to know how to lead a spiritual group in quiet meditation and prayer.  We have a few individuals among our parishioners who are capable of handling this or we could ask for someone experienced in discernment process.  In keeping with our objective to have the diversity of our community reflected in the Parish Council, Father Bill recalled that last month the council talked about asking some of the parish organizations to hold mini discernments discussions among their membership to determine whether they have someone they'd like to send to the discernment process.  David reminded everyone that we must get the word out that we are looking for a variety of people to represent the parish membership on the council.  The dates for discernment remain unchanged as discussed during the February council meeting.

6.  Roses for Mother's Day:  Matt Sebenoler sent a request to the council for assistance in selling roses at Mother's Day weekend Masses.  Several council members who agreed to help will contact Matt.

Closing:  Father Bill led the prayer to close the meeting at 9:30 pm.  The next scheduled meeting is April 26th.
Respectively submitted for council approval:  
EMMA JOHNSON, Recorder
Approved for the Record:  April 26, 2010

David F. Todd
DAVID F. TODD, Parish Council President

