St Nicholas Parish Council Meeting

June 28, 2010

Staff Member Present:  Father Bill Hitpas, Pastor

Discerned Members Present:
David Todd, President


Bob Hoff  

*Cary Sheerin

Jill Pietrusinski, Vice-President

John Laverdure

 Mary Ann Williams

Sherri Galante



Karyl Reckamp

 Yolandea Wood

Others Present:

Joe Edwards, Trustee


Jim Harper, Safety and Security Committee 

Carol Mauchline, Trustee

John Lucas, Safety and Security Committee 

Opening:  John Laverdure led the council in prayer.  David Todd presented a framed picture of St Nicholas to Cary Sheerin for her dedicated service on the Parish Council.  The group applauded Cary to show their appreciation.  Cary stated she was thankful for the honor to be of service and how much she enjoyed the opportunity.  *She then excused herself from the meeting.

Safety and Security Committee:  Jim Harper and John Lucas, representatives of the Safety and Security Committee, briefed the council on the program status.  They passed out copies of the St Nicholas Catholic Church Emergency Procedures, 2010 Crisis Management Plan and Preventive Measures.  This plan is a "work in progress."  Obviously, an update will be necessary as the new facilities are completed and various activities begin.  The primary purpose of the plan is to protect people and property as a reaction to a crisis situation.  Concerns include who would be in charge when an emergency occurs during Mass.  Suggestion was made to have a parishioner designated for this responsibility at each Mass.  Jim said the committee has discussed installing a "panic" button in the nursery area for the children's safety.  Another high-risk area for medical emergencies will be the gymnasium.  Small laminated cards which outline the steps to take in various emergency situations could be posted or provided to those who might volunteer for this ministry.  Another suggestion was to invite nurses and doctors to sign up for each mass.  Jim said the committee is considering polling its members to gather information on what they see as threats for us; what is the consequence of each threat; and then ranking those in order.  The council members agreed articles covering actions to be taken for various emergency responses should be periodically published in the newsletter and on the church's website. Our church location, being in a residential neighborhood surrounded by houses and trees, does provide a certain amount of protection against random attacks.  Father Bill Hitpas thanked Jim and John for the work of the committee.  He was pleased that the committee is using a common-sense approach in their planning.  He stated that we cannot always protect ourselves against insane actions.  

Introduction of Council Members:  Each council member introduced themselves as this was the first council meeting for newly discerned members.  David gave an overview on council activities and the purpose of the council agenda.  Jill wanted the new members to know that special sessions are held when warranted and that the yearly agenda topics, as written, can be adjusted.

Election of Parish Council Officers:  David and Jill Pietrusinski were both elected to continue in their present positions as President and Vice-President.  Ballots were cast for the President position in which David was re-elected.  Jill was proclaimed Vice-President by a vote of acclamation.

May Minutes:  The Parish Council approved the May minutes as written.
Open Discussion:  Father Bill led open discussion which was mostly centered on the new facilities and how they will change what and how we do some things.  Leadership training for individuals to lead small groups (similar to the Renew Groups) is now being conducted.  He envisions three or four renewal groups meeting on the same night in the Spirituality Center.  They could meet separately and then come together for drinks and snacks so that they get to know more than were in their small group.  It's probable we can now have education components for each school grade or close ages.  Ed Koszykowski and Barb Furdek will define their role as it fits into the educational realm.  Christianity is about adults.  Too many times we think we finish our Catholic education at the end of eighth grade.  Teaching the grade school children is making deposits of faith.  If those deposits are constantly withdrawn, we end up empty.  We must have the teachings continue throughout adult life for full spirituality.  We hope the new buildings will motivate people and truly provide a renewal evolution among our parishioners.  Father is considering adjusting the name of the Spirituality Center as our present church, in its entirety, is a Spirituality Center.  He thinks “Spirituality Center’ may be confusing to people.  Other names like the “Good Shepherd Center" or the “Faith Foundation Center” might be more appropriate.  
Spirituality Center:  St. Nicholas has secured the bank loan for the construction of the new facilities.  Holland Construction Company sends a weekly update to the church.  The completion date remains December 17, 2010.  Father Bill plans on inviting Bishop Braxton to the dedication ceremony.  A tour via open house of the facilities will follow the dedication.
Preschool Plans:  The progress has been affected by recent occurrences at the St Clare School for the 2010/2011 school year.  Mr. Pajares, Principal, expressed his desire to retire.  He has agreed to stay on as Business Manager for the coming school year.  Mary Neville, the present Assistant Principal, will be the Acting Principal for the coming year as the three Pastors conducts a search for the Principal.  Mr. Pajares will continue to work with Father Bill in efforts to obtain certification for the preschool program.  Father Bill hopes to have the preschool operating by September 2011.  David Todd recommended a pilot program, perhaps in the spring, of a small number of children as a precursor to the larger class.  A decision whether it's feasible to open a small pilot program sooner will be made at a later date.

Parish Picnic and Welcoming Night:  Sherri Galante and Karyl Reckamp volunteered to work with Joanne Smallheer on the welcoming committee.  Welcoming night will be August 20th.  Bob Hoff and Yolandea Wood will work with Joanne on the parish picnic, scheduled for August 28th.

Church Directory:  Many parishioners signed up to have their photos taken for the newly planned directory.  Joanne will be asking for council members to assist with registering for appointments before and after masses for the next 2-3 weeks.  John Laverdure asked if arrangements could be made for more dates during August.  Several parishioners did remark at the last weekend registration that the present schedule will not accommodate their college-aged children and they didn’t register for the pictures.  If more appointments are possible, notice should be in the bulletin to inform the families.
Closing:  Father Bill led the closing prayer.  Meeting closed at 9:30 pm.  While the next scheduled meeting is July 26, may Parish Council members mentioned they would be out of town on vacation.  David Todd will canvass the Parish Council and recommend another day if the 26th is not suitable.
Respectively submitted for Council approval;
EMMA JOHNSON, Recorder

Approved:  July 19, 2010
David F. Todd
DAVID F. TODD, Parish Council President

