 St Nicholas Parish Council Meeting

June 22, 2009

Members Present:


Sr Judy McKenna
David Todd, President
Sherri Galante


Ann Daniels

Bob Hoff

Nicole Holland


Barb Furdek

John Laverdure

Jill Pietrusinski, Vice President


Joe Edwards, Trustee
Matt Sebenoler

Cary Sheerin





Joanne Smallheer




Guest Present:  Mick Gibbar

Opening:  David opened the meeting with a prayer at 7:30 p.m.

May Minutes:  The May 18, 2009 minutes were approved as submitted.

Opening Remarks by David Todd, Newly Elected Council President:  


"First, I want to acknowledge the leadership of Cary and Dale Yonker during the last year.  They have made contributions that will last well past my tenure on this council.  I truly appreciate their hard work and hope Jill and I can continue their excellence on the council.  I have a few comments on my style of leadership, and I hope, expectations for all.



First off, I am a man of few words.  I respect all on this council.  I think a way of showing respect is to treat time as a valuable and scarce resource.  I will come prepared to lead these meetings and do my best to finish what we have to do in the time allocated.  I will try to be fair in allocating time for discussion and try to allow all who want to speak to do so.  At the end of the discussion, I would like to hear a proposal--even if it is to end discussion so that we can move on the next item on the agenda.  Now for expectations, I believe all should come to the meetings prepared to discuss the topics on the agenda.  As you can see, Jill and I will call for topics for the next meeting.  We will try to send out the agenda at least a week ahead of time so that all can be prepared.  I believe all should listen actively and allow others the opportunity to give their opinion.  I would appreciate it that the discussion be held in strict confidentiality.  We prepare minutes, but it would be unwise to discuss "who said what" because we all need to raise the good, bad, and ugly of an issue.


I believe, as parish council members, we need to be accessible to all in the parish and need to both listen and understand the concerns of the parishioners.  But I think the most important expectation I have for the council is that we will listen, contemplate, and pray about the issues that are and will be confronting this church and our community."


Remarks by Jill Pietrusinski, Newly Elected Council Vice President:  Jill followed with a reminder of needed confidentially and attendance at council meetings.  She asked that if members can't make the meeting, they notify her as early as possible.

Old Business:

1.  Church Safety Update:  David and Ann met last Thursday with Judy Tulis (Chair of Health Ministry), Jim Harper (experience in law enforcement and formality assessment), and Tim Keilbach (experience as a federal corrections officer).  The committee has been formed to review the safety/security of St Nicholas Church.  We charged them to go ahead with a risk vulnerability assessment.  They will look for things which may be a hazard to our staff, mass attendees, and after hour concerns.  They are presently meeting every two weeks.  Ann will be in direct contact with this committee.  ACTION:  Ann will obtain a date from the group as to when a report will be ready for the council.

2.  Church Picnic:  Joanne reported plans for the picnic are proceeding.  She doesn't expect any unforeseen problems.  The Council discussed moving this event to later in the year as a Fall Festival (early October).  Unfortunately, the Parish Hall is reserved throughout the fall.  But the Council will consider this for 2010.  The date for the picnic is August 29.  The council also acknowledged the efforts of Al Lambaria to chair this event for many years and would like to send a letter of appreciation.  
3.  Commissions/Committees:  The council recognizes the need to hear from commission/committee chairpersons regarding their various activities; i.e., what's working, what isn't, what is needed, etc.  The council voted unanimously to hold informational/brain storming discussions at separate meetings twice a year.   The method unanimously approved was to invite the chairperson to present their activity to the council.  Hopefully, the council will gain insight of what, if any, changes could be made to enhance these programs.  The council further unanimously agreed the first commission/committee for consideration will be the Faith Formation Commission.  ACTION:  Jill will work with the office staff in scheduling two dates for this.

4.  Web Site Update:  Justen Hong is making progress and a prototype is in the works.  The choice was made to increase to CMSLight for the additional storage it provided.  Note:  Justen completed the prototype and the Council was advised to review the website on 23 June.
5.  By-Law Review:  A motion was made and seconded reference to Article 7, Section 2:  Delete the last part of the sentence, "not more than one."  The by-laws, with this amendment were unanimously approved by the council and will be forwarded to Father Bill for his final review.

6.  Spirituality Center Update:  Ann reported the tentative exterior designs of the two buildings are nearly completed.  Work will now be focused on the interior floor plans.  She expects these will be ready to present to the council at July's meeting.
New Business:

7.  Funeral Luncheons:  Joanne worked with the Yesterday's Kids while they prepared, presented, and cleaned up for a funeral luncheon.  She reported this is a hard-working group and also commented on the many parishioners who donate side dishes for the meals.  REQUIRED ACTION:  Joanne will draft a letter of thanks to Yesterday's Kids and also an article for the bulletin.  
8.  St Nicholas Directory:  Everyone agreed it's time for a new directory.  Ann briefed on the advantages of using the Life Touch Company.  REQUIRED ACTION:  Ann will coordinate with the company to ascertain both when they would be available and when we have the space for the photographer and related activities.  
Tentative Meeting Schedule:  David handed out the yearly schedule of council meeting dates as a guide in planning.  This dates were:

	· Parish Council Meeting, 27 July 

· Welcome Night, 21 August

· Parish Council Meeting, 24 August

· Parish Picnic, 29 August 

· Parish Council Meeting, 28 September

· Parish Council Meeting, 26 October


	· Parish Council Meeting, 23 November

· St. Nicholas Party, 4 December

· Parish Council Meeting, 25 January

· Parish Council Meeting, 22 February

· Parish Council Meeting, 22 March

· Discernment, 28 April and 12 May (tentative)


The next council meeting will be July 27th at 7:30 p.m.
GUEST PRESENTATION:  Mr. Mick Gibbar made his fourth presentation to the council regarding sexism in the Roman Catholic Church.  He passed out a flier on a day of education, reflection, and empowerment--a panel discussion to be held at the Katy Cavins Community Center, July 18, 2009.  Mr. Gibbar thanked the council members for listening.

Closing:  Jill closed the meeting with prayer at 9:30 p.m.

Respectfully submitted:

EMMA JOHNSON, Recorder

