St Nicholas Parish Council Meeting
July 27, 2009

Members Present:

Ann Daniels, Business
David Todd, President

Nicole Holland
Barb Furdek, Religion

Jill Pietrusinski, Vice President
John Laverdure
Joe Edwards, Trustee

Sherri Galante  


Cary Sheerin

Bob Hoff


Joanne Smallheer
Members Absent:  Father Bill Hitpas; Sister Judy McKenna; Matt Sebenoler
Opening:  David opened the meeting with a moment of silence in memory of Rick Johnson, Emma’s son.

June Minutes:  The June 22, 2009 minutes were approved as submitted.
Old Business:

1.  Church Picnic:  Joanne reported plans for the church picnic, August 29, are developing on schedule.  She advised that the cost may be slightly above the last picnic but still within the budget.  Plans include many new activities to provide something for all age groups.  These planned activities include:  teens will run bingo games; Yesterday’s Kids will work the kitchen and clean up; council members will be responsible for the cooking on the grill; bouncing house; blow-up climbing wall/slide; snow cone machine; clowns blowing up balloons; musical talent circulating among the attendees; volley ball games overseen by John; and perhaps Matthew with his reptiles.  Hopefully, parishioners will want to “stay around” and enjoy the activities.  An article will be put in the church bulletin to advertise the picnic.  She still needs several volunteers to coordinate activities.  Plans are to have a sign-up sheet after masses on 8/9 August.

2.  Picnic 2010:  Pros and cons covering the possibility of changing the St Nicholas picnic to later in the fall were discussed.  The suggestion to move it to a later date was to take advantage of the cooler fall weather in September or October.  However, there are quite a few activities sponsored by St Clare’s Church and O’Fallon High School during the fall.  A suggestion was made to request a calendar from St Clare’s and the high school which would reflect “open” time periods.  This subject is tabled until September after the council evaluates this year’s picnic and receipt of those calendars.
3.  Spirituality Center Update:  Ann advised the design plans for the center are coming along very well.  They have been sent to Holland Construction.  She expects to have cost estimates for the building committee on August 4.  Diagrams should be available at the August council meeting.  Anne will talk with Father Bill to plan the dates for fund raising campaign.  Right now construction costs are down, interest rates low, and construction companies are anxious to obtain the work.  We’re hoping to take advantage of these conditions.

4.  Commissions/Faith Formation:  Jill stated communication with chairpersons from the various activities will be helpful in planning the use of the spirituality center.  Barb recommended that adult education be the first activity to address.  The council agreed.  Jill asked the council to discuss if we need to meet sooner rather than later and what format would be best to use.  This is a good time to have a dialogue—the purpose to have the background for some of the decisions that are going to be made regarding the use of the new buildings.  The council members agreed August 19 at 7:00 p.m. will be the first meeting.  The place will be announced later.  Jill volunteered to furnish refreshments.  Barb offered to pay for the wine.  David requested that council members be ready to reflect and offer opinions as to the format and outcome of this initial special meeting at the council meeting on August 24th.  Barb passed out copies of several articles and requested members read these before the 19th to gain insight of a vibrant parish life.  David summarized that the council members, as a group, need to listen to our parishioners and where we, as a group, are in maintaining spirituality in our church.  
5.  Church Safety/Security Committee Update:  Anne reported that Judy Tulis is going to a meeting on H1N1 (Swine Flu) and the possibility of an available vaccine.  Another church-led meeting, hosted by the Lutheran Church, is addressing pandemic situations and how churches should handle this possibility.  The Safety/Security Committee is meeting but they want a little more time before they talk to the council about specifics.  Sherri mentioned we need to include the location of Cathecesis of the Good Shepard in the “Atrium” since it is an off-site location.  Ann added this to the list of items for the committee to consider.  Jim Harper is willing to talk to the council at any time.  Anne shared a flip chart (booklet style) which covers actions to be taken on the whole realm of safety and security.  The council members were impressed with this method.  Barb added the PSR also uses a flip chart and it’s very helpful. David mentioned that vulnerability assessment will assist the Church, not just the Safety/Security Committee, in planning for and mitigating future adverse events.  
6.  Funeral Luncheons:  Joanne will write a thank you letter to Yesterday’s Kids for coordinating the funeral luncheons.  She will also prepare a thank you item for the bulletin.

7.  St Nicholas Directory:  Ann shared the latest information she got from the Life Touch Company.  They use digital photography now which allows split photography sessions.  They would furnish three photographers who could accommodate eight families each; i.e., 24 families a day.   That adds up to 22 dates.  They don’t require a notice far in advance of the time we’d like to start.  The date to begin work on the directory will not be determined until we have an updated target date for the Spirituality Center Capital Campaign which will hopefully be clearer by the September council meeting.  David recommended we talk to business managers of other churches for recommendations.  Item needs to be discussed further at the September meeting.  
8.  By-Law Review:  David asked council members to sign the revised Bylaws.  Father Bill will sign upon his return and the Bylaws will be displayed in the Church for parishioners review.
New Business:

9.  Crop Walk:  Registration for this year’s walk will be handled differently this year.  St Nicholas parishioners will register under “Friends of the Poor.”  The funds received will be maintained separately from the Crop Walk although the Friends of the Poor will walk at the same time along with those in the Crop Walk.  The money raised by the Friends of the Poor will stay in O’Fallon as vouchers for the Food Pantry.  St Vincent de Paul is the sponsor for Friends of the Poor.
10.  Regular Meeting:  The next council meeting will be August 24th at 7:30 p.m.

Closing:  Barb led us in praying the Renewal Prayer.  Meeting closed at 9:00 p.m.

Respectfully submitted:

EMMA JOHNSON, Recorder
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