St Nicholas Parish Council Meting
August 24, 2009

Staff Members Present:

Father Bill Hitpas


Barb Furdek, Education

Sister Judy McKenna


Ann Daniels, Business

Discerned Members Present:


David Todd, President

Bob Hoff


Matt Sebenoler

Jill Pietrusinski, Vice-President
Nicole Holland

Cary Sheerin

Sherri Galante



John Laverdure

Joanne Smallheer
Member Absent:  Joe Edwards, Trustee

Opening:  Nicole Holland opened the meeting at 7:30 p.m. with a prayer.

July Minutes:  The July 27, 2009 minutes were approved as submitted.

Review and Approval of Budget:  Ann led a discussion of the budget for the year which ends June 30, 2010.  Copies were given to each council member.  Ann pointed out that adjustments may be needed later as history reflects the amount of money we receive can vary quite a bit.  She explained different line items and answered specific questions from council members.  Motion was made and seconded to approve the budget as submitted.  The council unanimously approved the budget.  Ann will have copies in the gathering area for review by the parishioners this weekend, August 29/30.
Old Business:

1.  Church Picnic:  David led with an optimistic weather report for Saturday—79 degrees and partly cloudy.  Joanne stated all activities are going along as planned.  She commented that John has been a big help in arranging the games.  Both setup time and cooking time will be 3:00 p.m.   Exact area for setting up tables outside were determined to be on the right side of the church building and should take up about 40 feet from the parking lot (should be the front row of parking area).  The Knights of Columbus will furnish the barbeque and propane.  Bob will pick up the kegs of beer earlier on Saturday.  There will be some seating inside the building.  Father asked if we wanted background music.  Conner Holzinger was mentioned as a possible DJ.  Joanne will contact him.

2.   Spirituality Center Update:   Father Bill passed out drawings of the outside and inside of the activity building and the spirituality center.  All council members were familiar with how we got from the original plan for one combined building to the now two separate facilities—activity center as one building and the spirituality center the other.  A lengthy discussion was held and specific questions were addressed; i.e., are there enough bathrooms; will the building accommodate future developments in wiring technology such as for sound systems; why the exit doors are placed where they are; why the building styles are not identical;  what material is used on outside of buildings and how it will blend in with our church building and the neighborhood; design of walkway between buildings and church; how inside walls can be modified; the use of a sky light at top of the spirituality center, etc.  Other things were discussed such as the youth room needs to be doubled in size from the present room in the church to accommodate the increase in youth group membership.  Father said he will bring up the subject of ample stalled toilets with the architect.  Many things were planned for safety such as the location of the kitchen in the spirituality center and exit doors.
Father discussed the cost of the plans for these buildings.  He requested the council’s approval to move ahead at this point.  He wishes to share these current plans with the parishioners this coming weekend, August 29/30.  He will also address the needs of St. Clare School and our partnership with St. Clare and Corpus Christi churches.  Those needs will require us to share the cost.  He proposes to start the fund drive this fall and finish up before Thanksgiving.  That would follow with building starting early next spring.  He is not in favor of combining fund drives for the St. Nicholas buildings and St. Clare School.
Father asked if council members were comfortable with price, looks, and the direction of our plans.   Comments were favorable.  The one question was:  how much room is left on the property for future use; i.e., maybe a school building?  Ann will obtain a scaled drawing which will show the buildings location on the property.  
Other questions were raised.  Someone asked if memory blocks/bricks would be considered.  Father advised that would be a council decision.  Likewise, the question arose about notifying close neighbors of our revised building plans.  All agreed this would be a courteous gesture.  Discussion followed and Father asked if anyone could help with this.  Several council members volunteered to assist calling and arrange meetings with neighbors during the week of August 31.  He recommended they take the scaled drawing of the entire piece of land along to show people a truer picture.  Ann requested that no one start the visits to the neighbors until she has that drawing available. 

Conclusion:  Father’s request was approval from the council to:  (1) approve the preliminary design plans (2) share this at the parishioners at masses this weekend, August 29/30, along with posting larger drawings in the gathering area for everyone’s review after the masses; (3) proceed with a proposal to the Diocese for approval to proceed with the project in its current form and a capital campaign; and (4) approval to sign preconstruction contracts so the project can be submitted for bids.  The council approved this motion unanimously.
3.  Faith Formation Meeting, August 19:   David opened the discussion asking what the council got out of the gathering/presentations and if this format should be replicate for future meetings.  A diverse examination of the meeting followed.  The council decided to table this important topic until we have ample time for reflection and additional discussion of expectations and follow-up possibilities.  It was also discussed that we still have other areas of Faith Formation that would be important to explore in future gatherings in addition to adult education to get a more comprehensive view of faith formation.  All Council Members agreed they gained from the discussion and the Faith Formation committee chairs should be commended on their activities and vision.  

4.  Safety/Security Committee Update:  Due to time consideration, David provided a quick update from the Safety/Security Committee.  While the committee was formed in response to concerns for the physical security of St. Nicholas, its comprehensive review of other vulnerabilities has led the committee to initially focus on the H1NI virus pandemic.  Judy Tulis has attended several meeting/seminars by public health officials and is preparing information for distribution to parishioners to highlight the “does and don’t” of Swine Flu.  Expect a more extensive report by committee members at the September Parish Council meeting.
5.  St Nicholas Directory:  Due to the pending capital campaign for the Spirituality Center and Activity Center, it was agreed that developing a St. Nicholas Directory should be postponement until the spring.   

6.  Regular Meeting:   The next council meeting will be September 28, 7:30 p.m.
Closing:  Bob Hoff led us in prayer to close the meeting at 9:40 p.m.

Respectfully submitted:

EMMA JOHNSON, Recorder
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